
Week #2 - To the Church in 
Smyrna 

The Good News – The Bad 
News – The Great News 
8 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write: 

These are the words of him who is the First and 
the Last, who died and came to life again. 9 I know your afflictions and your 
poverty—yet you are rich! I know about the slander of those who say they are 
Jews and are not, but are a synagogue of Satan. 10 Do not be afraid of what you 
are about to suffer. I tell you, the devil will put some of you in prison to test 
you, and you will suffer persecution for ten days. Be faithful, even to the point 
of death, and I will give you life as your victor’s crown. 

11 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The 
one who is victorious will not be hurt at all by the second death. 

 

I. The Good News 

Jesus has zero criticism of this Church. He does not site a single area of sin, either by 
commission or omission. 

A. Does that mean that there was no sin within the entire Church, and everything was 
perfect? 

B. Why do you think Jesus only gave them encouragement? 

II. The Bad News 

The Smyrnian Church is doing what God wants, and the enemy has not been able to 
seduce or deceive them. The enemy’s only weapon is direct persecution. Suffering is 
coming. 

III. The Persecuted Church 

A. “The Insanity of God” – Book & Documentary  

1. Historically, God’s church has thrived under persecution. 

2. Why do you think that is? 

B. Early separation of sheep & goats? 

C. Adversity forces us to make a clear choice and draw close to Jesus. Closeness with 
Jesus is the greatest blessing or reward we will ever receive 



 IMPORTANT: Do not listen to those who are like the friends of Job and tell you or others 
that the difficulties in their life are God’s punishment 

There are consequences of sin which God may allow His children to experience even after 
they have repented and received forgiveness, but God harshly condemned Job’s friends. 
Jesus told us repeatedly that we should expect trouble, persecution, and hatred because 
we are His followers. 

He never promised or even suggested that we would live pain-free lives, but that He would 
be with us through whatever life throws at us. He also told us that much of what we think 
we lost here on earth is actually being kept safer for us in Heaven and will be more or 
better than we experienced before. 

IV. What is Jesus' main message in this letter? 

A. Do not _______________ 

B. It will not _____________ 

C. I will ________________ 

D. They have nothing to worry about regarding _______________ 

E. Is there anything ‘good’ about going through trials? 

V. The Great News – What this means for all believers 

We were made in the image and likeness of God. Separation distorted our appearance. 
When we experience suffering as a part of God’s plan, we are being remade into the image 
of Christ. 

Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The 
Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 8Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things. Philippians 4:4-8 

The Danger of Bait & Switch Christianity 

Some condemn focusing on God’s love in evangelism. Their complaint is that it invites 
people to continue in sin. The Scriptures teach that it is God’s graciousness that turns 
people away from sin. 

However, there is another gospel that teaches Christian life as a means to an end. Wealth, 
Health & Prosperity will be yours if you just sign on. That is a lie. Jesus was poor, beaten, 
and had no earthly prosperity. For their version of Christianity to be true, Jesus must have 
not been doing a good job, not faithful, and not following God’s will. 

The true Gospel only promises to give us one thing, and it is worth more than all the 
material, worldly wealth combined. An eternal, inmate love relationship with God that 
begins the moment we accept and invite Him into our lives.  



 Do not miss out on the love you can experience here and now, by thinking 
that Heaven is ever after. 
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